
 

 

 
 
 
Meeting: Traffic Management Meeting 

Date: 20 October 2009 

Subject: Proposed Road Humps – Potton Road Biggleswade 

Report of: Basil Jackson 

Summary: To report to the portfolio holder for Safer and Stronger Communities the 
results of a consultation with residents of Biggleswade Town on the 
introduction of raised table junctions at St Johns Street/Birch Road, 
Mountbatten Drive/Potton Road, Havelock Road/Potton Road and 
Furzenhall Road/Potton Road and to seek approval for a way forward for 
implementation. 

 
 
Contact Officer: Andrew Rosamond 

andrew.rosamond@amey.co.uk 
 

Public/Exempt: Public 

Wards Affected: Biggleswade 

Function of: Council 

  
 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

that the measures proposed and advertised be implemented as set out in this 
report. 
 
 
Background and Information 
 
1. 
 

As part of the Planning Application Number MB/05/01477, S106 Agreement and 
Reserved Matters the former Mid Bedfordshire District Council and Bedfordshire 
County Council sought the design and implementation of measures along and in 
the vicinity of Potton Road Biggleswade as part of the future Biggleswade 
development to improve safety for both schools and for the wider community. 
The design of the scheme has been developed by TA Millard consulting on 
behalf of David Wilson Homes in partnership with Bedfordshire Highways, with 
the design of the scheme and works being fully funded by the developer. 
 



 

 

2. 
 

Following improvement measures at Potton Road and St. Johns Street 
Biggleswade are planning approval conditions imposed by the Local Planning 
Authority and the former County Council as part of the future development for 
Biggleswade and are a part of a wide range of measures being proposed and 
delivered during the course of future years: 
 
▫ Raised flat top table platform at St. Johns Street/Birch Road junction, 

intending to assist pedestrians crossing the road and to slow vehicle speeds 
through the junction on all approaches. 

▫ Raised flat top table platform at Mountbatten Drive/Potton Road junction, 
intending to assist pedestrians crossing the road and to slow vehicle speeds 
through the junction on all approaches. 

▫ Raised flat top table platform at Havelock Drive/Potton Road junction, 
intending to assist pedestrians crossing the road and to slow vehicle speeds 
through the junction on all approaches. 

▫ Raised flat top table platform at Furzenhall Road/Potton Road junction, 
intending to assist pedestrians crossing the road and to slow vehicle speeds 
through the junction on all approaches. 

 
The results of this consultation were sufficiently positive that the decision was 
made between Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedfordshire Highways to 
proceed to detailed design. 
 

 The Way Forward 

3. 
 

A consultation exercise was undertaken in September 2009 with all 
stakeholders, including letters being delivered to all residents in the vicinity of 
the proposals, as well as notices placed on site. 
 

4 As a result of this consultation, two objections were received to the proposals: 
2no. Objection to the Raised Junctions. 
 
The summary of the received objections are as attached to this report 

5. It is considered that the proposed measures will best meet the aspirations of the 
community, to both reduce vehicle speeds at perceived vulnerable locations 
and to improve safety at desired crossing locations on routes to and from 
school. 
 

6 The above proposed junction road humps/crossings would be delivered in 
conjunction with the other proposed traffic calming measures including the mini-
roundabout at Shortmead Street/Sun Street junction. 
 

 
Conclusion and Next Steps  
 
 The proposed course of action is therefore to implement the following measures 

as advertised as part of the Planning Approval granted for Potton Road Traffic 
Calming Scheme Biggleswade package of measures: 

 
(a) To implement the raised junctions (75mm flat top road hump) at the following 

locations St. Johns Street/Birch Road, Mountbatten Drive/Potton Road, 
Havelock Drive/Potton Road and Furzenhall Road/Potton Road. 

 



 

 

 
CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

Council Priorities: 
Improve road safety and promote sustainable modes of transport 
 
Financial: 

There will be an allocation of funds provided by the developer either in this current 
years or next years development control capital work programme from which this work 
will be funded. 
 
Legal: 

None as a result of this report. 
 
Risk Management: 

None as a result of this report. 
 
Staffing (including Trades Unions): 

None as a result of this report. 
 
Equalities/Human Rights: 

None as a result of this report. 
 
Community Development/Safety: 

Will improve safety for pedestrians amongst community. 
 
Sustainability: 

Improved crossing points and traffic calming may help encourage modal shift. 
 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix A – Advertised plans of proposals. 
Appendix B – Copy of original notices. 
Appendix C – Copy of Schedule 5 of the S106 Agreement 
 
Background Papers: 
 
Copies of objections 
 
Location of papers:  
 
Customer Service Centre, Central Bedfordshire Council, The Old Magistrates Court, 4 
Saffron Road, Biggleswade and normal opening hours at Biggleswade Library, Chestnut 
Avenue, Biggleswade. 
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Appendix B 
 

 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

 
PROPOSED RAISED JUNCTIONS – ST JOHNS ROAD/ BIRCH ROAD, BIGGLESWADE AND 
POTTON ROAD WITH HAVELOCK ROAD; FURZENHALL ROAD & LIME TREE WALK AND 

MOUNTBATTEN DRIVE, BIGGLESWADE 
 

Central Bedfordshire Council propose to construct Raised Junctions under Section 90 A-I of the 
Highways Act 1980 and all other enabling powers in connection with a traffic calming scheme in St 
Johns Street, Biggleswade at its junction with Birch Road and Potton Road, Biggleswade at its 
junction with Havelock Road. Also Potton Road at its junction with Furzenhall Road & Lime Tree 
Walk and its junction with Mountbatten Drive. These proposals will be an integral part of measures to 
reduce vehicle speeds and discourage use of the road by other than local traffic. 
 
The proposed raised junctions will be 75mm high with sinusoidal gradients of approximately 1:25 in 
entirety and are to be sited at the following locations, listed in approximate southwest to northeast 
direction: 
 
1) St.Johns Street, Biggleswade at its junction with Birch Road, across the full width of St. 
Johns Street between kerbs for an overall length of 27.7m and for a length of 12.9m from the “Give 
Way” line into Birch Road. 

2)        Potton Road, Biggleswade at its junction with Havelock Road, across the full width of Potton 
Road between kerbs for an overall length of 24.6m and for a length of 7.7m from “Give Way” line into 
Havelock Road 

3)        Potton Road, Biggleswade at its junction with Furzenhall Road and at its junction with Lime 
Tree Walk, across the full width of the Potton Road between kerbs for an overall length of 26.7m and 
for a length of 10.9m from the “Give Way” line into Furzenhall Road, and for a length of 7m from the 
“Give Way” line into Lime Tree Walk. 

4)        Potton Road, Biggleswade at its junction with Mountbatten Drive, across the full width of the 
Potton Road between kerbs for an overall length of 38.1m and for a length of 11.4m from “Give Way” 
line into Mountbatten Drive. 

Further Details: of the proposals and plans may be examined during normal office hours at the 
Customer Service Centre, Central Bedfordshire Council, The Old Magistrates Court, 4 Saffron Road, 
Biggleswade and normal opening hours at Biggleswade Library, Chestnut Avenue, Biggleswade.  
Telephone 0845 365 6111 for further advice on these proposals. 
 
Objections: should be sent in writing to the Orders and Commons Registration Officer, Countryside 
Access Service, Central Bedfordshire Council, PO Box 1395, Bedford MK42 5AN, stating the 
grounds on which they are made by 2nd October 2009. 
 
PO Box 1395                                                           Basil Jackson  
Bedford MK42 5AN             Assistant Director for Highways 
 
4th September 2009 



 

 

Summary of Objections 
 

Objection 1 

 



 

 

 
Summary of Objections 

 
Objection 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix C 
 

Additional Information 
 
Planning Application MB/05/01477 
 
and S106 Agreement 
 

 


